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W
? Th

ere are nearly 1,000 
historic dance halls in Texas, prim

arily in C
entral 

Texas w
here G

erm
an and C

zech com
m

unities 
once flourished. 

W
hen G

erm
an and C

zech im
m

igrants first  
arrived in the late 1800s and early 1900s, they  
im

m
ediately set to w

ork constructing buildings 
sim

ilar to those in their O
ld W

orld tow
ns—

churches, schools, hom
es, and dance halls. 

Th
e m

usic being played at these halls had an 
im

pact on the evolution of w
hat is now

 know
n as 

“Texas m
usic.” From

 W
estern Sw

ing to C
onjunto 

to outlaw
 country, places like G

ruene H
all in N

ew
 

Braunfels hosted traveling bands that brought 
their distinctive sounds across the entire state.


